
 

 
 
 
 

August 18, 2022 

Dear Parents, 
  Our first day of Kindergarten was awesome!  Entering Kindergarten is a big step for your child, 
and I hope the enthusiasm I have seen today will continue throughout the year.   
 

Since the days may seem long for your child, we will have a snack time in the morning to break 
up the day.  Each child can bring his/her own snack every day, or order the school breakfast (there is 
a fee) as a snack. We suggest healthy, nutritious snacks such as fruit, crackers, cheese chunks, 
raisins, cut-up veggies, graham crackers, fruit snacks, etc. (Please make sure all snacks are 
peanut and tree nut free!)  We will be eating our snacks outside during our Snack time and in the 
morning.  Please make sure your child’s snack is in a separate bag with his/her name on it.  For 
lunch, you may either send a lunch for your child, or your child can take a school lunch from the 
lunchroom.  Our class eats lunch from 11:30am – 12:00pm, then they go out for Recess. 
 

We will be celebrating each child’s birthday in Kindergarten!  According to the District 200 
policy, we do not allow students to bring in edible birthday treats.  Some families have chosen to send 
in your child’s favorite book to read to the class.  Your child will also receive a special birthday hat 
and treat bag from me, and birthday letters from the class! 
 
  Each child should bring a backpack to school daily.  Please make sure that it is big enough to 
manage a large picture book from the Library.  This will be used to help keep the book clean and dry 
as well as help your child keep all of his/her papers organized for the trip home.  Please spend a few 
minutes going through your child’s backpack to see his/her work each day.  Your child will also 
be bringing home a Daily Reading Folder each day beginning in November.  Please ask your child to 
read his/her book to you, sign the reading log in the folder, and return the folder and book to school 
the next day.  Your child will bring home a new book each day the reading folder is signed and the 
book is returned. 
 
  Over the next two weeks, Kindergarten will begin working on the following units: colors and 
shapes, school rules, and developing good listening skills.  Next week, we will be working on a unit 
about colors.  Please see the color chart attached to this newsletter for more information about your 
child’s activities by wearing something each day in the color that we are reviewing during our unit.   
 

We use the Fundations program and a Jolly Phonics motion to teach phonics and reading 
skills, and we love it!  Starting next week, the Kindergarteners will be learning 4 sounds each week, 
and then we will have a review day after each unit.   We ask you to spend 5 minutes daily reviewing 
each letter-sound book that comes home in the backpack on Fridays.   
 

Please continue to help your child write his/her name using the Fundations handwriting skills. 
We will be teaching this method of handwriting, and your child’s name should begin with an 
uppercase letter and the rest of the letters should be lowercase.   We will be practicing this each day 
over the next few weeks, and we will have handwriting activities each week. 
 
  If your child is sick or going to miss school, please call the office (682-2055) and let them 
know.  You may also email me (Jennifer.Hottendorf@cusd200.org) if your child will be absent.   
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Headphones will be used in our listening and math centers for school.  If your child doesn’t 
have headphones (“over the head” kind, please, not “in the ears” kind) please label and have your 
child bring them in sometime in the next two weeks. 

 
  

If you haven’t yet, please send in your digital processing fee of $10.  I use this to purchase 
subscriptions to our Scholastic Magazine and other great apps we use throughout the year.  Checks 
can be made out to me, as I’ve already purchased for our class this year. Thanks! 
 
  Children will have an opportunity to order books through Scholastic Book Club.  Order forms 
will be sent home the last Friday of every month and should be returned the following Friday. Checks 
can be written to Scholastic, or you can pay by credit card if you would like to place your child’s order 
online. Our class receives bonus points for books ordered and we receive many manipulatives for the 
classroom with these points, so we hope you will consider ordering.  Please look for book orders in 
the Friday folder next week! 
 
 

Drop off - AM Please drop off your kindergartner no earlier than 9:00, outside DOOR 9.  
           Pick up - Walkers will walk outside DOOR 9 at 3:30pm.  Please meet us there.   Car riders and 
the bussers will walk with Miss Patti to the front of the school, Door 1.  You will stay in your car and 
follow the line.  If your child is going home with someone other than you, or is a regular walker/car 
rider and your plans for the day change, please send me a note in the backpack or email that 
morning. 
 
  Every Friday you will receive a newsletter from me.  It will tell you about the week’s activities 
and inform you of any upcoming events.  Please return your child’s blue Friday Folder to school every 
Monday.  

 

Reminders 

August 31 Curriculum Night 

September 5 Labor Day, No School 
       
  My email address is Jennifer.Hottendorf@cusd200.org. I check my emails before school and 
during  lunch; this is the easiest way to reach me and I will respond to your questions and concerns 
as soon as possible.  You can also send a note in the backpack, or call and leave a voicemail. 
 
  Starting this week, we will begin creating a class scrapbook for the students to begin learning 
more about each other.   In the folder today, you will find a “scrapbook” page to complete with your 
child, and a piece of cardstock for photos and drawings.   Please help your child complete his/her 
scrapbook page and return it to school when you are finished.  When we have all the students’ pages, 
I will begin the “Star of the Day” Activity for our class.  Each child will have a special day to tell the 
class all about his/her family, and bring home our class scrapbook to share with your family for an 
evening. We are looking forward to learning more about each of our friends! 
 
Thank you for reading my “First Day of School” newsletter.  Please return your child’s folder to school 
tomorrow.  Thank you!   
 

I am looking forward to a wonderful year! 
 

Sincerely, 

Miss Jennifer Hottendorf 
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